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Graphic and image consistency  
helps promote APICS’s brand. Logo, 
photography and graphic use  
are important considerations for all 
materials. THE APICS brand personality 
is smart, authentic, bold, global, modern 
and human. All design elements — 
images, graphics and text — need to 
work together to tell a consistent story. 

Full-bleed imagery produces a bold 
expression and helps enable strong 
content presentation. Silhouetted 
imagery allows for a clean and modern 
approach within a small or 
predominantly white space. 

All graphic elements and information 
graphics must use APICS colors. 

Clip art may never be used in marketing 
materials, ever!

Imagery Overview

Subject Matter and Style 
n	 Authentic (no staged, posed or 

fictional images) 

n	 Natural lighting 
(no excessive photo retouching) 

n	 Optimistic and warm 

n	 Singular subject per image 

n	 Advancing positive change

n	 Sharp focus on subject matter
Silhouette Imagery 
n	 Clean, simple and uncluttered  
n	 Predominant white or neutral space

n	 “Normal” lighting 

n	 Relevant subject matter

Illustrations 
n	 Clean, simple and uncluttered  
n	 2D, flat color
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When choosing images with people, look 
for authentic, candid expressions  
and interactions. We are a supply chain 
organization, so images of individuals in
a professional office setting, warehouse, 
classroom or manufacturing environment 
are good places to start.

APICS people are:
n	 Students 
n	 Young professionals 

n	 Academics 

n	 Supply chain managers 

n	 Operations managers 

n	 Logistics managers 

n	 Warehouse managers 

n	 Inventory control managers 

n	 Purchasing managers

n	 Engineers 

n	 Business leaders

Imagery: People
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When choosing supply chain industry 
images, look for authentic images, 
naturally set in an advancing and positive 
manner. Supply chain, manufacturing 
and logistics images are in constant play 
with the APICS visual brand identity. 

APICS industries are:
n	 Logistics, transportation, distribution  
n	 Manufacturing 

n	 Academics 

n	 Warehousing and inventory 

n	 Aerospace and defense 

n	 Automotive  

n	 Computer  

n	 Consumer goods 

n	 Electronic equipment 

n	 Energy, chemicals, applied materials 

n	 Telecom 

Imagery: Supply Chain Industry
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Imagery: Location
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When choosing a location image, 
whether to depict an industrial location 
or promote an event location, look  
for authentic images, naturally set in  
an advancing and positive manner. 
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Use simple, flat, 2D illustration to 
convey engaging ideas and tell 
interesting stories. Illustration should 
have a purpose and not be used  
just as a decorative element. It can  
be effective when photography  
isn’t available or when you want to 
create a distinctive expression.

n	 Illustrations are made 
up of geometric shapes. 

n	 Use flat colors from the 
APICS color palette.

n	 Illustrations should not 
be cartoonish.

n	 Illustrations should be 
vector-based artwork.

Imagery: Illustration
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Imagery Restrictions
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No photographs in which the models 
are obviously posing.

No computer-generated,  
3D-rendered illustrations.

No over-styled photographs with fake 
settings, props or backgrounds.

No blurry or out-of-focus photography.

No photographs in which the subjects’ 
backs are to the camera.

No 3D iconographic illustrations.

No emotionless or sad expressions.

No overly conceptualized  
graphic compositions. 
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Free Stock Photography 

When looking for the appropriate stock photo for your website or marketing 
presentation, there are several free stock photography sites available to  
fill your image needs. To the right is a list of free, high-quality image sources.

Image Usage and Legal Tips 
Finding and using a legal stock photograph can be a challenge. You can’t simply copy 
images from Google Images because many of those images are improperly listed and 
licensed. Avoid potential legal trouble by using a stock photo repository that clearly 
states all licensing restrictions. 

The list on this page contains images that are either public domain or licensed under 
Creative Commons Attribution.  

Creative Commons License
A Creative Commons license allows an artist to share their copyrighted work for public 
use. The artist chooses how you can use their work. Some photographs require a link 
back to the photographer’s information (also known as attribution); some do not. Some 
artists allow you to alter their work; others don’t. Some photographers allow you to use 
their work commercially; others restrict the use of their work for personal use only. 

Public Domain Images
Public domain images are not owned by anyone and have no copyright. Photographers 
release images to the public for free use. And images published in the United States 
before 1923 are automatically public domain.

NEVER copy images from the APICS website or any other website because you may 
encounter copyright legal issues.
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Recommended Stock Photography Sites

Unsplash.com
All photos published on Unsplash can 
be used for free. High-quality images 
are available. 

n No membership required
n Attribution is requested, but 

not required 

Compfight.com 
Compfight uses the Flickr API. You  
can search through Flickr’s Creative 
Commons licensed photos without  
leaving the site.

n No membership required
n Attribution is required

Morguefile.com
MorgueFile is one of the oldest and best 
free image sites on the web. 

n No membership required
n Attribution is required in some cases; 

double check to make sure

Pixabay.com 
Pixabay is a great and easy-to-use 
resource for stock photography. The  
free membership is not required, but  
is recommended. Registration allows 
you to bypass the CAPTCHA test when 
downloading images. 

n Membership is recommended,  
but not required

n Attribution is required in some cases; 
double check to make sure

Freerangestock.com 
Free Range Stock offers free images as 
long as you become a member first.  
Sign up is painless, but required. 

n Membership is required
n Attribution is required

Imagery Procurement Guide
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