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INTRODUCTION
With the need to serve an increasing global population and to alleviate 
environmental problems, every supply chain should try to minimize its impact on 
the environment. Nowadays, costs, efficiency, and responsiveness are not the 
only matrices to evaluate a supply chain anymore. Investing in and operating with 
a sustainable supply chain is not only the right thing to do, but also the profitable 
thing to do when viewed in long term. 

KEY FACTS
• More than 2/3 of 500 supply chain executives say supply chain sustainability 

will play an important role in how they manage their supply chains through 
2015 (1) 

• Sustainable practices need to be integrated across the entire supply chain 
• Influencing suppliers in developing countries to are especially difficult but 

extremely effective in reducing environmental impact (2) 
• 70% of customers in U.S. and Europe are willing to pay roughly 5% more for 

environmental causes (3) 
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PURPOSE
Cooperations implement strategies to achieve supply chain sustainability with the 
aim to: 
1) Pass on a healthier Earth for the generations to come 
2) Build closer relationships with suppliers and customers 
4) Obtain positive corporate reputation 
5) Respond to regulatory constraints and pressure 
5) Achieve better long-term financial performance 

LESSONS LEARNED
We are entering a Sustainability Era. More companies are making environmental 
sustainability a pivotal part of their supply chain strategies. There are difficulties 
in integrating environmental sustainability across the entire supply chain; yet the 
environmental, social, and economic benefits are driving more companies to 
pursue a sustainable supply chain. 

In summary, environmental sustainability in supply chain is riding an upward 
trend and will continue grow exponentially in the years to come. 
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