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INTRODUCTION
The Great Lakes Region Case Competition is an event hosted annually 

near Chicago, IL. APICS student chapters from surrounding states send 

teams to showcase what they have learned about supply chain 

management through course work, internships, and other related 

experiences. Along with competing, participants have the opportunity to 

network with fellow students and professionals as well as attend the job 

fair to learn more about careers and internships in the region. This year 

was my first year participating in this event. I represented UW-Eau Claire 

and our team took 2nd place out of 24 teams.

KEY FACTS

This year’s Case Competition was different than it has been in the past. 

Instead of working on a traditional case, teams were faced with a business 

simulation called Fresh Connection. The competition consisted of five 

rounds. The first two were used as a qualifier for the event, and the last 

three took place the night of the completion. The first round started on 

Friday night around 8 PM and each round lasted about two hours. Teams 

also had to prepare a PowerPoint presentation by 8 AM the next morning. 

Each team presented their case and strategies to judges and their peers 

the following day.

PURPOSE

The Great Lakes Region Case Competition gives students the opportunity 

to put what they know about operations and supply chain management to 

the test in a stressful, competitive environment. Competitions like this pick 

up where college courses leave off. In class students can learn the 

theories and concepts, but don’t really have the opportunity to apply what 

they learn quite like this. This completion also helps develop students’ 

teamwork and problem solving skills while under pressure and meeting a 

deadline. Experiences like this are necessary to prepare students for their 

future careers.

LESSONS LEARNED

Since this was my first year participating in this competition, I didn’t know 

what to expect. At times I had to rely on the expertise of my teammates 

that had been there before. I learned that everyone's background is 

different and could contribute in different ways. Coming to a consensus 

can be tough when there is diversity and differing opinions, but in the end 

we accomplished something none of us could have done alone. 

Competing in a very challenging simulation and creating a presentation 

under pressure was difficult, but it led to an experience I will take with me 

wherever I go.
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