
    

How to Prepare for the APICS CSCP Exam  

March 1, 2016 Webinar 

Thank you to all of our webinar attendees. Below is the list of submitted questions with answers.  We are here to 

support the achievement of your professional designation. If you have additional questions, please contact our staff 

at pdadmin@apics.org. 

Question 

Any tips on time management during the exam? 

Approximately, how many hours are required to prepare for the exam? 

100 hours study time including the practice questions and quiz as well? 

Does the 100 hours of study include classroom time? 

How many hours should I study for the exam per day? 

What is the typical amount of time is needed for actual course study, not exam prep? 

If I take the self-preparing course at the middle of 2016 how long the material will be up to date? 

 

Answer 

For self-study most students will spend approximately 4 – 6 months reviewing the materials and preparing for the 

exam. for Instructor-supported, courses are 12 -16 weeks in length and most students will spend approximately 6 

hours weekly on course activities.  

Question 

Does the material that is provided suffice for our preparation for the exam? 

Answer 

It depends on your learning style. Many candidates have passed the exam using the CSCP Learning System only for 

their preparation. 

Question 

Are the questions in the Learning System identical to those at the actual CSCP exam? 

Answer 

No. The questions in the Learning System are retired exam questions. 

Question 

I saw 2016 APICS CSCP Exam Prep on eBay.  Will this work the same as buying the materials directly from APICS? 

Answer 

You may not be able to access the online study tools by purchasing through a third party. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pdadmin@apics.org


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

What percentage do you recommend for scoring on the quizzes to know when you are prepared for the exam? 

What kind of scores should I be getting on the quizzes/practice exam to suggest that I am ready to take the full 

exam? 

I'm scoring 55-65% on the quizzes. Is this normal/expected? 

Answer 

We recommend that you consistently get 80% or higher on the practices quizzes. We have found that candidates 

who sit for the final exam have a higher success rate with this percentage.  

Question 

Can someone with no supply chain background pass this exam? 

I do not have any prior supply chain experience. Will this lack of SCM experience be a handicap in appearing for the 

CSCP? (Or in other words will prior SCM experience be a plus for the CSCP exam?) 

Answer 

We recommend that you have supply chain knowledge to pass the exam, but it is not required. 

Question 

Can you use the 2016 learning system in combination with 2015 printed study system? 

Answer 

No. There was a major update in 2016 and the materials in the 2015 learning system do not meet the requirements 

for the 2016 exam. 

Question 

Could I rely on the 2015 learning system to get a CSCP certification, or do I really need to buy the updated 

materials? 

Should I discard 2015 one and buy 2016? 

Answer 

You can use the 2015 Learning System. The 2015 exam is available for purchase in the first 3 windows of 2016. Be 

sure to select the correct exam (2015) before completing your purchase. 

Question 

Do you have salary information showing differences between CSCP-holding and non-CSCP-holding Supply Chain 

Professionals? 

Answer 

In recent studies we have found that professionals holding the CSCP designation make 12 – 15% higher salaries 

than those who do not hold the designation. 



 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

Does knowing CPIM will help learning CSCP? 

Answer 

Yes, this will help with CSCP. Many of our candidates complete their CPIM and continue to receive their CSCP. 

Question 

Does the CSCP glossary cover all terms in the exam or do I need to study the APICS dictionary as well?  

Answer 

The APICS dictionary will have the complete list of glossary terms. We recommend that you use this in conjunction 

with the study materials. 

Question 

Does the CSCP Exam not offer the DataChem discs, like the CPIM offers? 

Answer 

Datachem is CPIM only. 

Question 

Does the learning system include the study manuals? 

Answer 

Yes. The system includes the study materials and the online access. 

Question 

Four testing periods were listed throughout the year with the first 3 noting prior years course information.  Can 

people studying the current years course material also attend these testing periods? 

Answer 

Yes. You can take the 2016 exam in any of the exam windows in 2016. 

Question 

Did the syllabus been changed/ added from the last year syllabi? 

Answer 

Yes. CSCP was extensively updated in 2016. 

Question 

How can I learn the prices for the exam and learning system for about 10 candidates for a consulting company?  

Answer 

You can contact our corporate services development team at: corporateservices@apics.org 
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Question 

How many practice question each chapter has? 

Answer 

These practice tests, consisting of 50 multiple-choice questions each, cover content drawn from the entire system. 

After each question, you will be provided with immediate feedback, including the correct answer and the rationale 

for that answer. A running total of questions answered correctly is provided as you proceed through the test. The 

pretest results will provide you with an indication of those areas that require the most attention. The posttest results 

will measure your progress following your completion of the course. 

Question 

How quickly can you retake the exam when you have not passed? 

Answer 

You must wait 14 days before scheduling your re-take exam. 

Question 

Are there exam centers in Jamaica? 

Answer 

Yes, there are 4 test centers in Jamaica. 

Question 

Does Fox Valley use the exact same CSCP learning system with all the same resources? 

Answer 

APICS CSCP online classes offered through Fox Valley Technical College offer special benefits for United States 

Veterans. Visit their website for additional information on the APICS CSCP online program and Veteran information. 

http://www.fvtc.edu/training-services/business-industry-services/apics-supply-chain/apics-cscp-online-classes 

Question 

I am now on my third reading of the study material and still not confident enough to take the exam.  Can you advise 

if there are any hints or advice on remembering the material more efficiently?  I find the material is a lot to 

remember. 

Answer 

Please join us for our third webinar in the series. Liezl Smith, CPIM, CIRM, CSCP, ACPF, CDDP will be joining us. She 

is the author of a video available for purchase on our website that offers tips and techniques for preparing for APICS 

exams. 

Question 

I did not find the APP for my Ipad. Is it only available on the Iphone?  

Answer 

The APP is only available on the IPhone. 

http://www.fvtc.edu/training-services/business-industry-services/apics-supply-chain/apics-cscp-online-classes


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

I have a 4 years experience in sales and marketing? Will that do? 

Answer 

If it is directly related to supply chain. 

Question 

I have 2015 study system, am I at a disadvantage not using the 2016 one. since I invested in 2015 one in Nov-

2015  

Answer 

No. The 2015 exams are available through October 1, 2016. 

Question 

i have an experience of 3 years in quality assurance and 2 years in supply chain management, am I eligible? 

Answer 

You should not have a problem with eligibility. 

Question 

I have the 2015 learning system - can I get access to the APIC's exam video? 

Answer 

The video is available for purchase on the website. http://www.apics.org/ProductCatalog/APICSProduct?ID=8543 

Also, our third webinar will include Liezl Smith as one of the presenters. 

Question 

I am using Learn CSCP 2014 can I don't see the exam tip video, is it only for 2016? 

Answer 

Yes. It is only available in the 2016 Learning System. The video is available for purchase on the website. 

http://www.apics.org/ProductCatalog/APICSProduct?ID=8543 Also, our third webinar will include Liezl Smith as one 

of the presenters. 

Question 

Is the video on CSCP exam available for the CSCP 2015 Learning System, as well? 

Answer 

No. It is only available in the 2016 Learning System. The video is available for purchase on the website. 

http://www.apics.org/ProductCatalog/APICSProduct?ID=8543 Also, our third webinar will include Liezl Smith as one 

of the presenters. 

Question 

Can you name the person who did the video? 

Answer 

Liezl Smith who will be one of our presenters in the third webinar on March 15th. 

http://www.apics.org/ProductCatalog/APICSProduct?ID=8543
http://www.apics.org/ProductCatalog/APICSProduct?ID=8543
http://www.apics.org/ProductCatalog/APICSProduct?ID=8543


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

I purchased a learning system in 11/2013, but never got the opportunity to study and give the exam. Now I have the 

time to study. Can I still use my books that I purchased already? It feels wasteful to purchase them again. 

Answer 

No. The CSCP Learning System had a major update for 2016. You will need to study for the exam with the 2016 

learning system. 

Question 

I specialize in supply chain risk management. Which exam would be beneficial for me? 

Answer 

CSCP 

Question 

I started with my APICS CSCP in Oct. 15, meaning I have the 2015 version of the CSCP Learning System. Will my 

exam be according to this 2015 version even though I will do the exam in 2016? 

Answer 

Yes. You will be able to take the 2015 exam through the first three windows of 2016. Be sure to select the correct 

exam (2015) before completing your exam purchase. 

Question 

I understand the practice exams can be re-taken multiple times. Will the questions change with each new access? 

Answer 

Yes. The questions randomly rotate each time you practice. 

Question 

If I failed in the test, Would I have another chance free of charge? 

Answer 

No. There is a retake fee for exams. Pricing is listed in the exam bulletins found at: apics.org/bulletins. 

Question 

If i study the 3 modules i shall read the dictionary too? 

Answer 

We recommend that you reference the dictionary as part of your studies. The dictionary will have all of the terms and 

definitions. 

Question 

Is it better to finish all the studies before to pass the test? 

Answer 

Yes. We recommend that you complete all the studies in order to increase your confidence and success rate for the 

final exam. 

http://www.apics.org/careers-education-professional-development/certification/bulletins


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

Is it possible to gain access to the web base tools without purchasing the printed material? 

Answer 

No. The system is a complete system, so the reading materials as well as the web-based study tools all come 

together as one purchase. The reason we don’t do a la carte that we believe that in order to be successful you will 

need all of the tools to prepare for the exam. 

Question 

Is the exam taken on-line or at place? 

Answer 

The exams are taken at worldwide testing centers through our testing partner Pearson VUE. 

Question 

Is the practice test to assess knowledge gaps free, or only available with purchase of study tools? 

Answer 

The practice test is included in the system. However, if you go through the CSCP demo, there is a free knowledge 

quiz included with the demo. 

Question 

Is the SMART STUDY TOOL and pre test free? 

Answer 

The Smart Study Tool and Pre-test are including as part of your Learning System purchase. 

Question 

Is there a big difference in success rate between individuals who study by themselves versus individuals who go with 

the instructor class? 

Answer 

No. Each student studies differently and we have not found that one or the other effects the pass rate. 

Question 

Is there this much offered for CPIM instruction?? Would have been nice to have had that for mine a while back... 

Answer 

CPIM has the CPIM Exam Simulator, the CPIM Self-Study Kit and APICS online courses. All of these are accessible 

online at: http://apics.org/education-selector/individuals/cpim 
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Question 

No specified date for the exam date? 

How can I see the available exam dates around my area? 

 

Answer 

The exam windows are location on the APICS website. The windows are different for North America and Outside 

North America. Visit the APICS website for the exam windows in your area. 

Question 

Not sure the best exam.  Approved for CSCP already.  Was this an evaluation based on my submitted credentials?  

Answer 

Yes. The eligibility is based on your submitted credentials. As for whether you should pursue that CPIM or CSCP, it 

depends on your focus. CSCP gives you the view of the end-to-end supply chain and the information flows and the 

material flows to help you understand the supply chain. Many companies find the supply chain to be the strategic 

driver for their companies. The CPIM shows you multiple ways to get your product to the customer on-time and 

cheaper by looking at inventory management and different levels of planning, procurement and production 

scheduling. One isn’t more important than the other, it depends on your area of focus. 

Question 

The more I study with APICS the more I realize how unskilled my SCM team is. Even (and especially) some of the 

most senior members of the staff who are stuck in a mindset of doing 'buying' as it was done in the 1980's.  Do you 

have a quick-test to assess ones SCM knowledge? 

Answer 

We have a 25 question knowledge quiz that is in the CSCP Learning System. 

Question 

What are the different membership types and what membership allows me to purchase the CSCP content for a 

discounted price? 

Answer 

Membership information is located on the APICS website at: http://www.apics.org/apics-membership. Here you will 

find the information that you need to determine which membership options is right for you. 

Question 

What happens if I don't pass the first time around?  

Answer 

There is a fee for the retake exam and you must wait 14 days before scheduling your retake. Information is listed in 

the CSCP bulletin on the APICS website. 

 

 

http://www.apics.org/careers-education-professional-development/certification/cscp/testing/
http://www.apics.org/apics-membership
http://www.apics.org/careers-education-professional-development/certification/bulletins


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

What happens if you set an exam date and need to change it? 

Answer 

If a candidate wishes to change their exam window to a testing window that starts after their authorization expiration 

date, they must purchase a new ATT. The full exam fees apply. No refunds will be issued to candidates who do not 

test within the original authorization period. Important Notice: Eligible candidates who wish to change exam windows 

after 1 October 2016 will be automatically enrolled in the new 2016 APICS CSCP examination. There are no 

exceptions to this policy. Complete information is listed in the CSCP bulletin on the APICS website. 

Question 

What if you have a PLS and 2 years of experience? Can you be eligible? 

Answer 

You will need to have at least 3 or more years of supply chain related work experience. Or if you have a Bachelor’s 

degree or international equivalent you will also qualify. 

Question 

What is the best way to get more information for on-site training options?  Can the local APICS chapters help support 

an onsite option? 

Answer 

Yes. Many of our chapters offer onsite support options. Course providers are located on the learncscp.com website 

at: http://www.learncscp.com/classes-offered/. 

Question 

What is the breakdown of learning methods used by the successful CSCP candidates? 

Answer 

We don’t have a breakdown of the learning methods used. 

Question 

What is the cost for taking the CSCP exam?  is there a reduced fee if a re-testing is required? 

Answer 

The exam and retake prices depend on whether you are in North America or Outside North America. Visit our website 

for complete details on pricing for your location. 

Question 

Have you determined through analytics why the 2015 CSCP pass rate is only 63-65%? 

Answer 

Yes. The pass rate is determined by the results of the number of candidates who sit for the CSCP exam.  

 

http://www.apics.org/careers-education-professional-development/certification/bulletins
http://www.learncscp.com/classes-offered/
http://www.apics.org/careers-education-professional-development/certification/cscp/testing/


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

What is the pass % for CSCP? 

What is the pass rate of the exam? 

Answer 

Pass rates for the CSCP exam can be found on our website. 

Question 

What percentage of applicants are successful the first time around? 

Answer 

We have found in the last couple of years that about 70% of candidates pass the first time around. 

Question 

What is the passing grade for the CSCP exam? 

What % of marks is needed to pass the CSCP exam? 

What grade % is needed to become certified? 

How many questions are there? And how many of them should be correctly answered to pass the exam? 

How many questions are on the exam? 

Answer 

For the 2015 CSCP Learning System: The exam consists of 175 multiple-choice questions (150 operational and 25 

pretest). Pretest questions do not contribute to the total score but are necessary for research purposes. Pretest 

questions are randomly distributed among the scored items and are used for statistical purposes only. Candidates 

should answer all exam questions. 

For the 2016 CSCP Learning System: The exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions (130 operational and 20 

pretest). Pretest questions do not contribute to the total score but are necessary for research purposes. Pretest 

questions are randomly distributed among the scored items and are used for statistical purposes only. Candidates 

should answer all exam questions. 

The CSCP score range for passing the exam is 200 to 350.  

Fail = 200 - 299 

Pass = 300 - 350 

Question 

What is the success rate between instructor-led training versus self-guided training? 

Answer 

We don’t have statistics for passing rates for the type of training taken by candidates. 

 

http://www.apics.org/careers-education-professional-development/certification/pass-rate-report


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

What would be updated in the learning system every year? 

Answer 

Many times the updates are minor. Every couple years we complete a Job Task Analysis to determine if there needs 

to be a major update which would be determined by changes in the industry. 

Question 

When will the Learn it app be available for windows mobile, Windows 10 is growing cross platform including mobile 

should look into providing near future. 

Answer 

We don’t have plans to expand it at this time. 

Question 

Where can we find the APICS Test taking tips? 

Answer 

We have test taking tips located on the APICS website. 

Question 

Where do you find which test areas are weighted higher? 

Answer 

The information is located in the exam content manual (ECM). The way that the ECM is developed, there is an exam 

content outline. It has high level topic areas that could be covered in the exam. In the beginning of the ECM we list 

the percentage of questions that will appear in the exam for each of the diagnostic areas. Module one is 32%, 

Module 2 is 40 -42%. 

Question 

Which option is best? Study individual or through classes? 

Answer 

It depends on the best way that you learn, it depends on your individual learning style. If you are diligent and set a 

plan for self-study, then this is a great option. Benefit of instructor-led it that you can take advantage of discussions 

with peers. And also, you have the expertise of the instructor. 

Question 

Why do you say supply chain jobs needs in US will fill by 2018? 

I am in SCM domain (Asia/India). Can you please give me Supply chain outlook & possible opportunities in the 

coming years? 

Answer 

what we said is there are Georgia Institute did research that indicated from 2013 – 2018 that U.S. supply chain jobs 

would go unfilled because there is not adequate talent. They did not look out beyond 2018. 

http://www.apics.org/careers-education-professional-development/certification/test-taking-tips


 

 

    

    

    

 

Question 

Why is the CSCP more important than the CPIM now? 

I've had my goal set on getting a CPIM certification - now it seems there is a lot more "push"  towards the CSCP 

exam. What gives? 

Answer 

It depends on your focus. CSCP gives you the view of the end-to-end supply chain and the information flows and the 

material flows to help you understand the supply chain. Many companies find the supply chain to be the strategic 

driver for their companies. The CPIM shows you multiple ways to get your product to the customer on-time and 

cheaper by looking at inventory management and different levels of planning, procurement and production 

scheduling. One isn’t more important than the other, it depends on your area of focus. 

Question 

Will the exam test primarily concepts or application (situational)? 

Answer 

There will be questions in both areas. 

Question 

You mention that course material is updated annually, when are these updates released and when is recertification 

required? 

Answer 

Updates for the learning system are typically released in November of the prior year. For example, the 2016 update 

was released November 2015. You are not required to recertify, however you do need to maintain your certification 

ever 5 years.  

Question 

You mentioned that the application does not expire correct? 

Answer 

Yes. Once you are accepted for the CSCP eligibility, it does not expire. 

 


