
 

 
 

 
 

Why You Need the APICS CPIM to Master the Fundamentals in Business. May 4, 2017 webinar. 

 

Thank you to all our webinar attendees. Below is the list of submitted questions with answers.  We are here to support the 

achievement of your professional designation. If you have additional questions, please contact our staff at pdadmin@apics.org. 

 

Question Answer 

After I clear the BSCM by January 2018, what if I 

am unable to complete the 4 modules by 

December 2108? What if I complete only a few 

modules? Will I be able to take the Part 2 in 2019? 

After you pass the BSCM by January 8, 2018. We recommend that you 

purchase the new Part 2 Learning System when it becomes available. 

Then you will only need to take 1 exam in 2018 to become CPIM 

certified. 

Does the maintenance points for CPIM also count 

for the CSCP maintenance points? 

They do. When you are taking a training program on the APICS body of 

Knowledge. That information applies to CPIM, CSCP and CLTD.  

Information on how to maintain your APICS certification is located on the 

website at http://www.apics.org/maintenance. You can use your 

maintenance points towards any of your APICS certifications. 

It seems that it is now more expensive to get CPIM 

certification.  Went from $305 x 5 to $890 x 2.  Is 

there concern that this will make some think twice 

about taking? Why is it so expensive? Many 

interested individuals could be certified, if the cost 

of the certification can be reduced. 

If we're talking about certification. It will not cost more. We looked very 

carefully at the pricing, the value and the cost of the certification 

regardless of whether you go the 5 exams or the two exams, if fact it will 

be a little bit less. However, if you are primarily interested in the Basics of 

Supply Chain Management, then, yes, it will be more expensive. Our hope 

is, now that there are only 2 exams instead of 5, more candidates will be 

encouraged to complete the CPIM certification. 

Will I have a chance to continue with the 5-exam 

format? By when should I complete all the exams. 

If you choose to continue with the legacy CPIM program, you must 

complete all five modules by December 31, 2018. 

It appears you are recommending taking the 2-part 

exam instead of the legacy system.  Wouldn't the 

content and hence time required for part 2 would 

be about 4 times to cover the 4 modules (MPR, 

DSP, ECO, and SMR)? 

In the current program, because we didn't know which module people 

would take first, there is duplication in the information provided in each 

module. We have removed the duplication and have streamlined the 

exam content outline ad sell as significantly streamlined the courseware. 

It will not take 4 times as long to cover.  

Are the online classes scheduled by specific date or 

time or can we do more independently of a 

schedule i.e. invest more time one week and less 

on another. 

It depends. If you purchase the Online CPIM Courses by Accenture, then 

you can study at your own pace. If you choose to purchase a class from 

Fox Valley Technical College, then you will be part of an Instructor-

supported online course which provides online CPIM courses that are 

interactive and easily navigated. 

Is the Exam section in the Self-Study Kit simulator 

different from the CPIM Exam Simulator offered? 

It is the same. 

What counts as maintenance points?  Maintenance information is found at: http://www.apics.org/credentials-

education/credentials/maintenance  

Do I need to have the CSCP or the CLTD 

certification before I can do the CPIM? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No, they are separate certifications. 
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Question 

 

Answer 

I just joined CPSM I would like to do CPIM basics. I 

have been a brand manager / buying manager, 

buyer and planner with 10+ years of experience.  I 

would like to know if I can get a free membership 

which will reduce my costs now. 

No. I am sorry we don't have free membership. 

Will the modules from the original CPIM self-study 

kit correspond to the new part II exam? 

No. The Self-Study Kit only corresponds to the current program, not the 

new Part 1 and Part 2. 

Can I still use the previous books that I have 

purchased for the new exam? 

See below. 

Will we have to buy all new material for the Part II 

exam? We can still use the manuals from the self-

study kit? We will just have to pay for the Part II 

exam but all the material will still be relevant. 

See below. 

I took my BSCM exam in Dec 2016; Where do I 

start in the new arrangement? Do I need to take 

module 2 by 2018? 

Since you recently took the Basics exam, it qualifies for Part 1 of the 

updated CPIM program. You will only need to take the Part 2 exam to 

become CPIM certified. The new Learning System will be available for 

purchase in August/September of this year and the Part 2 exam will be 

available beginning January 8, 2018. 

I'm not sure if I understand the study plan: first take 

the basic test before January 2018 after which you 

can start at module 1? 

Take the Basics exam before January 8, 2018. You will then only need to 

take one more exam (Part 2) to become certified. 

Will there be a discount code at the end of this 

webinar? 

Thanks for getting the questions started! 

I plan on taking the Basics to Supply Chain Exam in 

August.  If I fail the exam am I able to start the in 

class for Part 2 or do I or should I pass the first 

exam first.  I was hoping to receive my certificate by 

March 2018. 

That is up to you. You may want to focus on the Basics exam first before 

beginning the next studies. 

What percentage of exam takers pass? The 2016 pass rate report is posted on the APICS website at: 

https://www.apics.org/docs/default-source/certification/apics-exam-

pass-rate-report.pdf  

How long is the certification valid and then what is 

next after that? 

The certification is valid for 5 years. You will need to maintain your 

certification. Information on maintenance is located at: 

http://www.apics.org/credentials-education/credentials/maintenance.  

How much does the Basics exam cost if i take it in 

June 2017? 

The current Basics exam price varies depending on your location. Visit 

http://www.apics.org/credentials-education/credentials/cpim/exams for 

pricing information. 
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Question 

 

Answer 

I just purchased all 5 modules for CPIM.  I plan to 

take BSCM in the next few months and then would 

like to take part 2 after it becomes available.  Can I 

use the 4 study manuals I already purchased for 

part 2 (is the content the same)? 

The current module courseware will cover the content that is in the 

current content manual. The topics in the new exam content manual 

have not changed from what is in the current content manual. So 

theoretically, you would be able to cover the same topics using the 

current courseware. For those of you have not purchased the current 

courseware for the current exams, we encourage you to hold off for the 

Part 2, it will be less expensive at that point and quicker for you to finish 

your exams. and the new Learning System will have an enhanced 

instructional design as well as additional materials online that is not 

available with the current courseware. 

What is the minimum amount of time needed 

allowed for retaking the BSCM exam if you should 

not pass it the first time? Bearing in mind the 

1/7/18 deadline for Legacy test-takers. 

The initial time investment is 175-225 hours of study time. For the 

retake, we recommend you focus on the areas that you missed the first 

time. Your study time should be less. 

did you say the self-study kit includes the workbook 

and Exam Simulator ? 

The kit for each module includes the APICS CPIM Self-Study Guide, the 

ECM and Exam Simulator 

How may questions are on the new exams...and 

how does that compare with current exams? 

The new CPIM Part 1 and Part 2 exams will have 150 questions. 

Currently the Basics has 105 questions and each of the other 4 modules 

currently has 75 questions. 

When will be the exam for part 2? Can I buy it by 

the end of 2017? 

The part 2 exams will be available for purchase in November and you will 

be able to schedule the exam beginning January 8, 2018. You will be 

able to purchase the new Learning System in August/September of 

2017. 

I missed the part about what kind of people take 

this exam? What job titles? 

The top ten that we listed in this webinar are: Buyer/Planner, Product 

Planner, Materials Manager, Supply Planner, Manager, Consultant, 

Supply Chain Analyst, Inventory Analyst, Demand Analyst, and Supply 

Chain Manager. 

Is there a continuing education program? There are CPIM classes offered through Fox Valley Technical College. You 

can visit http://www.apics.org/credentials-education/education-

selector/individuals/cpim for more information. 

 

when is official test time in a year? thanks. There are no specific times for testing. You will have until January 7, 

2018 to schedule and take the Basics exam. 

I think you already covered this but can you restate 

what materials you recommend in conjunction with 

the self-study kit to improve test success. 

There is a list of CPIM resources on the APICS website at: 

http://www.apics.org/credentials-

education/credentials/cpim/preparation/primary-references 
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Question 

 

Answer 

 

Has there been any changes to how you can 

maintain your certification? 

 

There will be an announcement soon about enhancements to the 

maintenance program that are a benefit to certified individuals based on 

feedback that we received from candidates. We are expanding the ability 

to award points for project work done in your company. As well as 

participating in the APICS Mentoring Program and doing some 

educational volunteer activities within your organization. the points will 

remain the same. 

I took and passed the Basics exam - probably 10 + 

years ago. Do I need to retest to count towards the 

new two test format? 

Validate in your My APICS account when exactly you took the exam. The 

CPIM exams in the current format have a 10-year expiration. If it’s been 

longer than 10 years since you took the Basics exam, you will need to 

retake it. 

You mentioned the Learn It app. I see there are lots 

of apps available. Are there any other you suggest? 

We are not familiar with the other apps. 

When will the New Exam Content Manual be 

available? I have passed the BSCM already. When 

will the New Exam 2 Learning Material be 

available? When will testing be available? 

We are the Exam Content Manual (ECM) should be available in early 

June for purchase in Shop APICS. Or you can wait until you purchase the 

CPIM Learning System and the ECM will be included in the purchase. 

I'm a little confused on how many exams are 

needed now. Is it the 5 part exam until Fall 2017? If 

I were to start now, how many exam will I be taking?  

We suggest that you take the current Basics exam this year because it 

qualifies for Part 1 of the updated CPIM program. The exam is also less 

expensive and a shorter amount of questions. Then you can purchase 

the new Part 2 Learning System in August/September of this year and 

you will only need to take the one Part 2 exam to become CPIM certified. 

The Part 2 exam will be available beginning January 8, 2018. 

We purchase the test then determine the test date? Yes. When you purchase your exam, you will have 6 months before the 

Authorization to Test expires. You can schedule your exam at any time 

during that 6 months. 

I have taken the courses and have the manuals, do 

they help me for taking the Basics exam?  

Yes, they will help you with the Basics exam. 

If I have Passed Basic module is it true that I can 

take part 2 only. 

Yes, that is correct. 

If the Basics exam is passed in legacy and the 2nd 

exam in taken and passed in the new system does 

that qualify you for certification?  

Yes, that is correct. 

Is it correct to say that if you have taken and 

passed the Legacy basics of supply chain 

management exam within the last year, that will 

satisfy the requirement for passing part 1 of the 

new exam content, leaving only one exam left to 

take a pass? 

Yes, that is correct. 

I'm from South Africa and would like to know if this 

applies to the SAPICS as well, this is in relation to 

the new modules. 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, this updated CPIM will be for everyone worldwide. 



 

 

Question 

 

Answer 

If I plan to take the Basics exam in 2 months, 

before Jan 2018, will count for passing the CPIM 

Part 1? Then, after Jan 7th, 2018, I will have to 

take the Part 2 exam, no need to retake Part 1 

exam, right? 

Yes, you are correct.  

Can I take the Basics exam in June 2017 and Part 

2 in January 2018? 

Yes. 

Do the class room course cost additional? Yes. Classes are an additional cost. They are offered through our 

partners. Visit our website at: http://www.apics.org/learning-

opportunities for the class listing. 

 

Will students have the option to take either the 2-5 

module exams or the new part II? 

Yes. If students have already started the current CPIM program, they will 

have until the end of 2018 to take a pass the (4) remaining exams in the 

current CPIM program. 

Will the Part 2 of the new CPIM consists of all the 

information from modules 2-5? 

Yes. Part two will combine modules 2-5. 

I'm halfway through my studies for the BSCM. 

should I continue with the legacy or rather consider 

the newer system? 

Yes. Take your BSCM exam before January 7, 2018 and then you will be 

halfway to earning the CPIM certification. The current BSCM qualifies for 

Part 1 of the updated CPIM program. You will then only need to take one 

more exam (Part 2) to become certified. 

The Basics exam is also available in Mexico?  Yes. We have partners in Mexico and there are exam locations in Mexico. 

To find a partner in your area visit: http://www.apics.org/apics-for-

individuals/partners/find-a-partner To locate an exam center near you 

visit: http://pearsonvue.com/apics/  

 

It is your recommendation to start the basics now 

and then pick up Part 2 in September?  Is that 

correct? 

Yes. We recommend you take the Basics exam before January 8, 2018. 

You will then only need to take one more exam (Part 2) to become 

certified. 

If you don't have time to go into a classroom, can 

everything be completed online except for the 

exams. 

Yes. You can do self-study for the exams. 

When you refer to the Legacy BSCM - it is the 

current BSCM module right? I have all the study 

material for that, do I need to buy anything in 

addition to what I already have? 

You are correct, we are referring to the current BSCM module. If you 

already have the courseware there is no additional items to purchase. 

how much does the self-study kit cost?  You can find the information for pricing at: 

http://www.apics.org/credentials-education/education-

selector/individuals/cpim/self-study/cpim-self-study-kit 

 

Where can I find where to take the exam in my city? 

 

Where is the closest location in the Texas Valley 

next to the border with Reynosa, Mexico to take the 

course and exam for certification.  

You can look online at: http://www.apics.org/learning-opportunities, you 

can also find a partner in your area at: http://www.apics.org/apics-for-

individuals/partners/find-a-partner  

When will your next Basic class be available? You need to look at the classes offered in your area. You can find the list 

at: http://www.apics.org/learning-opportunities  
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Question 

 

Answer 

For now, I only need to take the BASICS and after 

September, I will take the Part 2, correct? 

You will have until January 7, 2018 to take the current Basics exam. 

Then beginning January 8, 2018, you will be able to take the Part 2 

exam. 

I took the course on 2005, but I did not present the 

exam and get certification. Would it be possible to 

use the same material or what could the right 

direction I should take? 

You will need to purchase new courseware. The 2005 courseware will be 

out of date and will not have the information you need to pass the 

current exam. 

Is the material provided in the self-study kit 

different from the ones we receive from the 

instructor-led classes?  That is the impression I got 

from the last class I took. 

Yes. It is different. The Self-Study Kit is written by someone else, not by 

APICS, but with APICS approval. And it's designed differently, it is 

designed to be read complete on its own. It is conversational in tone and 

it approaches the material in a different way than the workbooks. The 

workbooks are great for class and the self-study kit is great for people 

who are unable to take a class.  

 


